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F LETTER frm 


a Priſoner 1n the Fleet, 7he 24th if October, 1699. 


SIR, THE 


Received yours of the Twenty Firſt, 
directed to Mr. Nicholas Gurling , or 
any other Debtor, in that Goal; I pray 
when you VWrire again, direct your Letter to 
on Suckerman, tor the laſl Letter was broke 
up by One Fames Flunt, WHO 1S 4 Debror, and 
the Keeper's Tapiter, ſo that we had like to 
have miſs'd of the ſame; and many that are 
in the Keeper's Debt, are by the Receipt ol 
that Letter ina Panick Fear of being Commit- 
ted to the Wards. | have fome Money in my 
Hands, and am Collecting more, which will 
be paid at your Chamber with all ipeed. You 
Write, that if we have any Abules from our 
Goaler, to ler you have a true account of rhe 
fame. Now to ſpeak ot all the Abuſes I and 
others have met withal, rhe Keeper's Cruelty 
is fogreat, I cannot declare rie fame at pre- 
fem, without Tears in my Eyes, which Mrs, 
Payne was an Eye-Wirnels ro 2 great part 
thereof ; I was Committed to the Priſon the 
th of Seprember, 16389, and held ro Bail 
be an Aftion of Treſpaſs upon a Leaſe thar I 
took of a piece of ground. I made Oath, 
That I did not owe the Plaintiff Five Pound 
upon Bill, Bond, or any account. Then the 
Plaintiff Replied, I owed the faid Plaintiff 
Ten Pound ; and fo I rcſted till the 224 of 
February, then 1 ſent to my Attorney tor a 
Seaper Sedeas, with direQtion, that the Keeper 
ſhould give me the Copy oft my Warrant, 
with a Certificate, that there was no other 
Warrants againſt me : But the 1a:d Keeper 
denied the fame: And then I demanded the 
fame of the Steward ot the Liberty of Bury 
St. Edmond, he gave me a lame Anſwer, 
That his Writs were then cone to London, So 
that hcre I muſt Lie for ever, /f Relief come 
mor ſome other way, as Mordeca faid to Eaſter : 
For the Cruelty of the Keeper is 10 great an 
Oppreſſion, thar we can have as much good 
and wholſome Brer from the Bu{be! Frd tor 
Six Pence, as 15 Sold in the G2al tor Fourteen 
Pence. And to prevent the takin? in of Beer 
at the Windows, tle ſai cr cauſed new 
Bars to be ſet up ticker, that ny we cannot 
take in any thing but at the Door, which is 
cpened but when they pleate, Then I told 


the Keeper, or Unuer acuper, that in the 224, 


| thank Cod on, Natiire] Strength does not at yer Fail 
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and 23d, of Charlzs the Second, there paſted 
an Act for the Liberry of the Priſoners of 
England, That Prijen-rs might fend for Beer, 
and ail manner of Neceſſaries, when thcy wonld, 
and where they would, Vpon this they put 
me into the Inward Priſon, or Ward, Five 
Foot within the ground, onthe 25:4 of De- 
cember laſt, wherein I ſaw no Sun tor thc ſpace 
ot Eight Weeks. Then I Peritionel tne Judg 
at the Lent Aſlizes, but the Goaler, or Under 
Keeper, when my Petition was Read, tiic 
Judg Commanded me to be brougint cown to 
Depofe the ſame; 1 was Wheadled oft by the 
Turn-Key till the Judg was out of Town, and 
then when they had almoſt Foundered me with 
Lodging in a little Straw, and well near Poi- 
ſoned me with Noitfome Scems, that 1 broke 
out with Boils, and Lameneſs. I then had 
ſome Reſt, and walked in the Yard, tiil a- 
bout Jane , and then hearing that my Adver- 
ſary was Dead, demanded my Liberty ; then 
I was ſhur up again, and there lay in the fame 
Ward in Straw, and have no Proviſion, or 0- 
ther Neceſlaries, ſometimes, but what is de- 
livered in at the Grate by thefe Cruel and Un- 
mercitul Men. And this is not only to me, 
but to ſeveral others ; and ſome Debtors Iron- 
ed, and put into the ſame Ward, next door to 
the Houle of Othce, where we have a Yard 
not Three Rod of ground, for Twenty Men, 
moſt Criminals, to walk in, with a Sink in 
the middle. I am a Man of above Sixty Taree 
Years of Age, and Char/es the Firſt, and 
Charles the Second, of Blefled Memory, 1 
lerv'd them in their Wars, and have had a 
Commutlton tor above Thirty Years. Now 
the God of Peace, that brought again trom 
the Dead our Lord Jeſus Chrift, will deliver 
us from the Hands of rhoſe Keepers, whoſe 
Mercies are Cruelties. And thus it Their 
Majeſties will be pleaſed to grant to me a 
poor Priſoner, after my Diſcharge, Their 
Commiſſion, I will venture both Lite, Limbs, 
Liberty, Eſtate, and Fortune, to Serve Their 
Majcſties in their Wars, to make them til} 
Vidctors. My Love to Mrs. Payz?, I reit, 
and ihall tor ever exprels my felf to be your 
Scrvant, 


Fobn Suckermen. 


I !:xewiſe inthe Wars was with the Chyrurgeon of the 


Army, wherein [took 2 Note of by Reccipts ; and fince have Praftiſed with good ſuccefs, That on the 151b 
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ay of March, 160057, {1ioithe Body oi Simon Hixi, that Law ks Heart, and tcuk an {npoſtom trom Þ:3 


Mijeron, wherein Wis a att wi 


: \!arter, and healed up the Orifices in a Month time, that he could go abu} 


bis Work, and ſo contious; rraled be God, "The Gour, Dropiie, Stone, Scurvey, end T<c:h-Ach, [ale Cure: 


